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	 When students enroll in the Orchard 
Place/PACE Day Program, one thing is 
certain: our dedicated and highly skilled  
staff will do everything possible to see  
them succeed.
	 High school students referred to the 
PACE Day Program by the Des Moines 
Public Schools usually have a history of 
poor school attendance, being disruptive  
in class, multiple suspensions and possible 
involvement with Juvenile Court. They may 
have substance abuse and anger control 
issues or a challenging home environment, 
and some are close to giving up on 
earning a high school diploma. Their social, 
behavioral or emotional problems may also 
be placing them at risk for out-of-home 
placement.
	 Students enrolled in the program 
must be eligible for Behavioral Health 

Intervention Services (BHIS). To qualify, 
youth must be eligible for Medicaid and 
have a mental health diagnosis. Often, 
behavioral issues such as substance abuse 
or other issues must be addressed before 
a student can move into this educational 
program. Youth may choose to work with 
PACE and Orchard Place BHIS therapists 
and caseworkers under PACE’s ‘one-stop 
shop’ or receive those services elsewhere 
in the community.
	 At one time, the PACE program 
included 10 classrooms. Today, there are 
only two due to external budget cuts for 
the program. The program is always at its 
capacity of 20 students: 10 boys and 10 
girls. The all-girl and all-boy classes promote 
learning and self-esteem in an environment 
that caters to individual learning styles and 
motivating students to succeed. 

	 The school day is a bit different  
at PACE with only core classes taught 
and time allocated for special services 
customized to each student’s needs. This 
may include therapy, anger management 
and anger replacement therapy, substance 
abuse services and vocational, leisure and 
social skills development. Attention is given 
to helping students deal with structure  
and develop the focus necessary to 
succeed in school.
	 Students are typically enrolled in the 
PACE Day Program for a full academic  
year. The goal is to prepare them to return 
to their previous schools, but sometimes 
that is not an option. The staff then places 
students at Scavo High School or other 
alternative programs to complete their 
secondary education and earn their high 
school diploma. 
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Margaret Ann Bannister
(1916 – 2011)

	 Margaret Ann’s involvement on the board included overseeing the transformation of  
the Des Moines Children’s Home to Orchard Place and the construction of its first facilities 
at Orchard Place Campus. She was proud that her sons, Scott and Hobie Bannister, 
continued the family’s legacy of service to Orchard Place. Scott and Hobie have both served 
as President of the Orchard Place Operating Board, and Hobie continues to serve on the 
Orchard Place Foundation Board for which he has also served as President. 
	 Margaret Ann was a strong advocate of Orchard Place and shared the Orchard Place 
story with everyone she knew. As a volunteer, board member, honorary board member  
and member of the Elizabeth Mann Society, Margaret Ann gave her heart, her talents and 
her treasure to helping the children of Orchard Place. And, she made certain that her love  
of Orchard Place would extend beyond her time here on this Earth by making a gift through 
her will. Her family honored Margaret Ann’s lifelong devotion to Orchard Place by designating 
Orchard Place as the recipient of Margaret Ann’s memorial gifts, one of the largest 
memorials our organization has ever received. We are grateful to Margaret Ann for  
sharing her life with us.

Thanks
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	 As we enter our 126th year and look back fondly on the milestone we reached last year, we 
are invigorated by the outpouring of community support for our mission and the children we serve. 
While celebrating accomplishments is a fun thing to do, for the people at Orchard Place our 125th 
anniversary year also reminded us that our community, our state and Iowans everywhere support  
the work we do on behalf of Iowa’s children.
	 At no time in our history has there been such a need for the services offered by Orchard Place. 
Thousands of children are in the throes of some emotional or behavioral disturbance which has 
affected their ability to succeed in school, at home and in the community. Because we recognize  
that the problems, the needs and the solutions differ from child to child, we design a treatment  
plan for each child on an individual basis. Our philosophy of individual care has allowed us to help 
children find more satisfying lives.
	 Thank you for being a partner with us in these efforts. This newsletter highlights the many ways 
that individuals and groups large and small have reached out to Orchard Place. As we move ahead, 
we know that our success is greatly enhanced by your support. Thank you for helping us develop 
strong futures for Iowa’s children! We appreciate all that you do.

Message from Our CEO

Have you remembered Orchard Place in your will or other estate plans? 
Visit www.orchardplace.org/plannedgiving for helpful estate planning tips.
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Brock Wolff

In November each year, Orchard Place holds its annual Thanksgiving Dinner in appreciation for the 
many ways the community supports our work on behalf of children and youth with emotional and 
behavioral challenges. This year the program included recognition of Orchard Place’s 125th anniversary 
sponsors and a presentation of several awards. More than 300 guests, including Orchard Place children, 
staff, volunteers and donors attended the event held November 21 at Orchard Place Campus.

Orchard Place Thanks the Community

Brock Wolff presented Jeffrey Taylor, a manager 
of information technology at Principal Financial 
Group, with the 2011 Margaret Swanson 
Volunteer of the Year Award. Jeffrey 
founded the PACE Tutoring Program several 
years ago and continues to serve as a tutor 
in the program which has helped dozens of 
kids achieve academic success. The award is 
named for the late Margaret Swanson, a former 
Orchard Place board member who played a 
key role in developing the volunteer program at 
Orchard Place.

Presenting Sponsors of Orchard Place’s 125th anniversary were recognized for providing 
significant funding for the special events and activities of Orchard Place’s milestone year. 
Brock Wolf acknowledged the generous support of Bankers Trust, Nationwide, 
Principal Financial Group and Ruan. Accepting awards were: Tara Meier, Ruan; John 
Schmidt and Andrew Allen, Principal Financial Group; Brock Wolff; Kris Schechinger and 
Katie Albrecht, Nationwide; and Suku Radia and Joe DeJong, Bankers Trust.

Representative Renee Schulte of Cedar Rapids was 
presented with the 2011 Voice for Children Award 
by Brock Wolff. The award is given annually to honor 
an individual whose public service has best enabled 
Orchard Place to serve the children who come 
through its doors for help. Representative Schulte 
has played a major role in children’s health 
issues, and is now playing a leadership role in 
the bipartisan effort to redesign Iowa’s adult 
and children’s mental health treatment system.

Several Des Moines companies stepped forward in 2011 to provide major support 
of Orchard Place’s 125th anniversary year and events. Representatives of several 
corporate bronze sponsors were in attendance and were recognized for their 
support. Pictured left to right: Julie Stewart, Prairie Meadows Racetrack and Casino; 
Mic Jurgens, Hy-Vee; Neil Berns, Sammons Financial Group; Brock Wolff; Nick Gerhart 
and Ron Markway, Sammons Financial Group. Not pictured: American Equity Investment 
Life Insurance Company, Aviva USA, and Lou and Wendy Waugaman.

Mat De Groote and Keith Harris with Merchants 
Bonding were presented an appreciation gift 
by Orchard Place board member Mic Jurgens. 
Merchants Bonding was recognized for 
being a Bronze Sponsor of Orchard Place’s 
125th anniversary at the luncheon.

A Tribute to Margaret Ann Bannister	
	 A tragic September car accident took the life of Margaret Ann Bannister, a dear friend of 
Orchard Place. Margaret Ann joined the Orchard Place family as a volunteer and board member  
of the Des Moines Children’s Home, an orphanage that was the precursor to today’s Orchard Place. 
Her mother, Ethel Mulock, encouraged her to get involved just as she had been prompted by her 
mother, Anna Hewitt, who served on the organization’s board in the 1890s. Like her mother and 
grandmother before her, Margaret devoted a good share of her life to the children of Orchard Place. 
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Pat and Bill Albrecht
Gladys Alvarez
Melissa Anderson
Leann Andre
James Armstrong
AT&T Foundation - Employee  
	 Giving Program
Bradford and Sally Austin
Avenson, Oakley & Cope Consulting
Sharon Badura
Kathy and T. Scott Bannister
Erin Barfels
Susan Barnes and Jean Davis
Linda Bates
Angela Beaver
Deborah and Michael Becker
Jan and Greg Beckstrom
Lois and Robert James Beh
Kristi Bennett
Barbara and Ian Binnie
Laura and Donald Blum
Michael Bock
Laura and Michael Boring
Inez and Quentin Boyken
Brown & Scott PLC
Liberty Brown
Kimberly Buck
Beverly Buckley
Minniette Bucklin
Carol Bullard-Fisher
Lindsay Burnham
Marilynn Burns
Brad Byrd
Scott Canfield
Mary and David Carlson
Dorothy Carpenter
Marilyn and Frank Carroll
Karen and L.L. Casten
Arther Chumbley
Alicia and David Claypool
Rebecca Coco
Christine and Brendan Comito
Jennifer and Richard Condon
Marjorie Connors
Jennifer Cooper
Lynn and Tom Cope
Lance Coppock
Joy Corning
Margaret Courter
Cremers, Holtzbauer & Nearmyer, P.C.

Jill and Brent Creveling
Sarah Crocker
Dianne Crompton
Todd Culver
Mike Cummings
Kimberly Dalen
Chrys and Michael Daly
Marilyn and Stanley Davis
Lori K. Dawson-Weeks and  
	 Kurt Weeks
Charles W. Day
Karen and Charles De Vore
Carol Deffett
James R. DeMatteis
James DeMatteis
Patrick Demouth
Vickie Doerr
Carla and Rod Dougherty
Ardene and Bob Downing
Darci and Chris Duey
Sandra and Paul Easter
Doris Eby
Elizabeth and James Evans
Diane Faris
Michelle and Dennis Fick
Ann W. Fleming
Patricia and Michael Foster
Carol A. Fraizer
Fred Fredregill
Freeman & Associates, Inc.
Phillip Friedrich
Rhonda Furman
Kimberly Gaedke
Andrea Gage
Dr. and Mrs. James L. Gallagher
Robert Galligan
Robin and Richard Galloway
Dr. John Ganske
Diane and Waldo Geiger
Rita Huber-Germscheid and  
	 Paul Germscheid
Melissa and Kelly Gibson
David Goff
Roberta and Richard Goodman
Charles Goodman
Barbara Graham
Charles Greteman
Shanda and Bob Griffin
Kevin and Sheryl Grimm
Mary and Alan Gross

Tracy Lewis and Rick Gubbels
Anna Gust
Charles Haas
Half-Court Press
Steven Harter
Lori Hartman
Norton Hatlie
Ken Haynie
Alice M. Hedman
Carolyn and Larry Hejtmanek
Rhonda Heston
Susan Heun
Vivian E. Hickman
Jon Holt
Kris and Brent Hoover
Bari and Robert Hoskins
Jim Hourigan
Sean and Michon Hubner
Jayne Hustead
Elsie and Reggie Jackson
Sara Jacobson
Russ and Terri Jensen
Margaret and Joseph Jester
Barbara John
Jackie Johnson
Christy Johnston
Jana Jordan
Linda Joynes
Cynthia Karr
Carrie Kautz
Christine and Daniel Keller
Rachel Kelley
Elizabeth Kennedy
Heidi Kerndt
Donna and Bill Ketch
Charlotte and Bill Kimball
Loral and Robert Kirke
Cheryl Klocko
Jane and Mike LaMair
Michelle Lamb
Anita Lehman
Aletha and Chad Lenz
Chelsie Lestina
Natalie Lischer
Susan and Michael Lustig
M&M Sales Company
LaRue and Robert Maddox III
Sarah Maiers
Andrew Majerus
Annie M. Marchesano

Pat Martin and Brad Mock
Supervisor John Mauro
Tina Mayberry
Malinda McCauley
Linda McCauley
Stanley McCormack
Lindsey Millang
Deanne Miller
Deanne and Corey Miller
Patricia Miller
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Moore
Munro Law Firm, PC
Teresa Mustard
Carolyn Nehls
Celia and John Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Neugent
Judith and Randall Nyberg
Teri Ostendorf
Loran F. Parker, M.D.
Judy and Carl Patterson
PDM Distribution Services, Inc.
Brenda Peel
Kristen and Aaron Petty
Diane Pickle
Florence Purnell
Representative and  
	 Mrs. J. Scott Raecker
Teresa Reed
Kelli Reeves
Cynthia and Jack Rehm
Sheila K. Rehmann
Mary Riche
Karen Rieck
Rebecca Robinett
Brook Rosenberg
Janice and Kent Rosenberg
Jerrold and Mary Ross
Bridget Ryan
Dan Sanford
Sandy Sawyer
Bruce Schultz
Toby Sebring
Amanda Semmens
Kimberly and Craig Shadur
Lyn and D. Bryan Shiffler
Kirby Shiffler
Roderic Shirk
Kyle Short
Maria Shue
Patricia and Jack Sink

Jeri and Steve Skram
Michael Smith
Doug Smith
Jessica S. Smith
Rebecca Smith
Deborah Snitkey
Douglas and Suzanne Sprecher
Kimberly Stamatelos
David Stark
Cynthia Steidl Bishop
Susan and Ronald Stookey
Nancy Sudia
Michaela and Tyler Tamisiea
Theresa Taylor
Teresa Terry
The Book Store
Trish and Timothy Thompson
Robert Thompson
Linda and Robert Thomson
Edna Thornley
Joni Tibbetts
Uhl Law Firm
United Way of Williamson County
Ted VanDeventer
VW Advisors LLC
Steven Vonk
Brenda Wahlert
Kathleen and James Wainwright
Jennifer Walkup
Anita and Don Walls
Walsh Door & Hardware Co.
Chris Walters
Geralyn and Gary Ward
Therese and Paul Weilage
Jeremy Weiss
Willa and Larry Wenzl
Wexford & James LLC
Catherine and Michael Wheatcraft
Sally and Robert Wilkerson
Melissa Wilson
Laura and Robert Wootten
Diane Worick and Pete Schol
Linette and Joel Worsfold
Krenio P. Wright
Stephanie Wright
Ann Zimmermann
Gwen and Winton Znerold
Christopher Zug

Donors: Thank You on Behalf of the Children!
Orchard Place acknowledges and sincerely thanks the many individuals, businesses, foundations and 
organizations that support our work. The listing below includes gifts made during our 2011 fiscal year, 
July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011. The generosity and commitment of our donors help us fulfill our mission. 
All gifts, large and small, are greatly appreciated.

Over $50,000
Anonymous
Nationwide Foundation
Roy J. Carver Charitable Trust 

$25,000 - $49,999
W.T. and Edna M. Dahl Trust
Nationwide
Principal Financial Group
Variety of Iowa -  
	 The Children’s Charity

$10,000 - $24,999
Aviva USA
Bankers Trust
Lois Bright
Hy-Vee
Cleojean and Richard Olson
Polk County Board of Supervisors - 	
	 Community Betterment Fund
Prairie Meadows Racetrack   
	 and Casino
Ruan Family Foundation
Deb Wiley and John Schmidt
Peggy Fisher and Larry Stelter

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous - 2
Andersen Corporate Foundation
Patty and Jim Cownie  
	 Charitable Fund
EMC Insurance Companies
Barbara and Michael Gartner
Elise Geraghty
The Fred Maytag Family Foundation
Merchants Bonding
Val and Doug Saltsgaver

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous - 5
Accident Fund Insurance  
	 Company of America
Adam Albright
Kelli Baker
Dawn and Hobie Bannister
Bonnie and David Barry
Brett Beattie
Beattie Law Firm, P.C.
Michael Beer
Greg Boattenhamer
Nancy and Melvin Bobo
Cathedral Church of St. Paul
Christy and Drew Cownie
Aileen and Joel Crawford
Cyclone Rent, LLC
Des Moines Truck Brokers Inc.

Des Moines Area Association  
	 of Realtors, Inc.
Jackie and Jerome Dykstra
Marian Easter
Fleming Family Foundation
Flynn Wright
Michelle and Michael Gartner
Gartner Family Foundation
Susanne and Ken Gertler
The Graham Group, Inc.
Diana and Ronald Greeson
Grefe & Sidney, PLC
Ree and Dan Greteman
Mark Hanrahan
Phyllis and Ed Hansell
Holmes Murphy and Associates, Inc.
ING
Catherine and Bradley Isaak
Jan and David Koder
LaMair - Mulock - Condon Company
Linda and Greg LaMair
David P. Lind & Associates
Julie and Marshall Linn
Kathy and Travis Long
Gary McNelly
Meredith Corporation Foundation
Edwin T. Meredith Foundation
Todd Millang
Brenda and Bernard Mouw
William and Sue Noth
Sheila Prine
Dr. and Mrs. Mike Reynolds
Cesar Sanchez-Molina
Shiffler Associates Architects, PLC
Mike Simpson
Stacey’s Prom and Formalwear
State of Iowa One Gift Program
Stroh Corporation
Kathy and Ted Stuart
Sean Thomas
Sandi and Gene Tuttle
UPS Foundation, Inc
Veridian Credit Union
Nancy and Mark Wackerbarth
Lynette and Kevin Wagner
Wells Fargo Foundation
Sandi and Dave Wingert
Kimberly and Brock Wolff

$500 - $999
Anonymous - 3
Abraham Lincoln High School
Stephanie and Daniel Abbott
Katie Albrecht
Mark Aljets
Altrusa International of Des Moines

Beasley Family Foundation, Inc.
Chris Bening
Anne and Neil Broderick
Marlene and Robert Buckley
Teresa Burnett
CDS Global
Susannah and Matthew Cole
Community State Bank, N.A.
Martha and Merwin Crow
Jennifer Cullen
Theresa and Johnny Danos
Ann Davenport
Delta Dental of Iowa
R. Alan Dial
Paula and Randy Duncan
Sally Ehlert
Linda and Dennis Folden
Robert and Anne Gavin
Terry Gibson
Betty and Arnis Grundberg
GuideOne Foundation
Mary Hannan
HICREST, Inc.
HKM Fund
Homesteaders Life Company
Iowa Arts Council
Iowa Realty Foundation
Iowa State Bank
ITA Group Foundation
Janet and Geoffrey Jones
Marilyn Kline-Johnson and  
	 Rick Johnson
Linda and Lawrence Mally
Chris Mayer
Sara and Robert McClintock
Jeff McCoige
Rachel and Ben McLean
Christina and Brian McNeeley
Helen J. McReynolds
Susan and John McRoberts
Ruth Ann and Tom Meredith
Nancy Norman-Uhl and Keith Uhl
Northern Lights Combined  
	 Federal Campaign
Nyemaster, Goode, West,  
	 Hansell & O’Brien, PC
Kelly and Toby O’Berry
Sherri and Erik Oostenink
Mary and John Pappajohn
Karen and Wes Ritchie
Terry Rosendahl
Alison and John Ruan IV
Cynthia Skilling-Anderson
Patricia and Scott Splavec
Donna Stelzer
Judith and Patrick Stevens

David Stone
Triplett Office Essentials
United Way of Central Iowa
U.S. Bancorp Foundation
Mark Webster
Wells Fargo Bank NA
Janet and Bob Willemsen
Valerie Lynn Williams

$250 - $499
Anonymous 
Colet and Jerry Abramovich
Annette Ackerson-Waldorf
Adesa Des Moines
A.J. Allen Mechanical Contractors
Reed Anderson
Tom Atkinson
Denise Baldwin
Kevin Bannister
Josette Barkley
Donna Beaman
Leila M. Berg
Nancy D. Bone
Nancy Brinkman
Katie and George Carpenter III
CHARACTER COUNTS! in Iowa
Eliza Chouteau
Sherri and Danny Claycomb
Roxanne Conlin & Associates
Sue and Mike Coppess
Breanne and Chris Costa
Kimberly and Mark Cowan
Jamen Cox
Linda and Basil Dawson
Kari and Joe DeJong
Des Moines Area  
	 Community College
Lisa and Rod Eigsti
Mary Alice Epperly
Jeffry Farrell
Connie Freeman
Gilcrest/Jewett Lumber Co.
Joni and Jim Gilchrist
Sandra and Walter Githens
Tonnie and John Guagenti
Doris and Michael Hamm
Terry and James Hammer
Matt Hammond
Pam and Chris Hanson
Muffy and Henry Harmon
Barbara and Douglas Hein
Michael Henriksen
Jacquie Holm-Smith and  
	 Darrell Smith
Jeanne Howard
Hubbell Realty Company

Charlotte and Fred Hubbell
David Hurd
Iowa League of Cities
Judie and Frank Kaufman
Kathy Keeney
Renee and Bruce Kirk
Meggan and Nate Kring
Joyce Leeper
David Lind and Deb Townsend Lind
Laura Martino and John Tiffany
Lois and Robert McCully
Nancy and Tom McKlveen
Tricia Meiners
Sharene and Mark Nevenhoven
Andy and Barb Nish
Shane Noble
Beverly Nutt
O’Halloran International Foundation
Deanne and Patrick O’Hollearn
Eliza Ohnemus
Daniel Olson
Patrick Peddicord
Karla and Mark Peiffer
Roselind and Sheldon Rabinowitz
Tracey and Jerome Rayhons
Samuel Reed
Carol and Duane Renaud
Reynolds & Reynolds, Inc.
Patricia Richardson
Rotary Club of Des Moines A.M.
Jerry Sanders
Lorinda Schippers
Mickie Sevde
Anne Severs
John Spinks, Jr.
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Tyler Stanley
Shirley Stetson
Mary and Franklin Stewart
Mary Ellen and Lawrence Streyffeler
Kerry Studer
Wendy and Griffin Wall
Sheila and Mark Warner
Debbie Webster
Wells Fargo Card Services
Wells Fargo Community  
	 Support Campaign
Nancy Williams
Josie and Travis Woosley
Karen and Sumner Worth

$100 - $249
Anonymous - 9
Joan and John Abeltins
Joan and David Abram
Lori Albrecht

If we have omitted your name or listed you incorrectly, please accept our apologies and call us at 515-287-9645. Orchard Place gratefully  
acknowledges the generous support of United Way. Services and programs are funded in part by Polk County Health Services funds.

Another way to help
Organize a drive to help the children of Orchard Place. Below are several helpful items that would help the children we serve.
 
Band-Aids
Body wash
Brushes
Bus tokens

Chapstick/Carmex
Combs/hair pics 
Deodorant
Feminine products

Gas cards
Hand sanitizer
Liquid hand soap
Lotion

Mouthwash – trial size
Nair
Shampoo/conditioner
Sunscreen

Toothbrush
Toothpaste

 
Thank you! For more information, please contact Michaela Tamisiea at 515-287-9621 or mtamisiea@orchardplace.org.
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Annual Luncheon Held
Elizabeth Mann Society 
Continues to Grow
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For more information about Orchard Place, or to donate,
visit our website at www.orchardplace.org.

Elizabeth Mann Society
–––––––––––––––––––– M E M B E R S H I P  R O S T E R ––––––––––––––––––––
Anonymous
Margaret Ann Bannister
Leila M. Berg
Nancy and Melvin Bobo
Sherrie Boldt
Lois and H. Dale Bright
Richard Crary Estate
Edna Dahl
Mary Alice Epperly
Ann Wallace Fleming
Marilee Fredericks
Arlene and Earl Gleason
Dean L. and Alice M. Hedman
Larry and Carolyn Hejtmanek

Maxine Hiatt
Philip Bonner Hill
Brad and Kathy Isaak
David and Jan Koder
Lisa and Chris Kofoed
Mary Kohl
Bernard D. Kurtz, Sr.
Todd A. Millang
Jean W. Musgrave Trust
Nancy Norman-Uhl
Louis H. Norris
Kelly and Toby O’Berry
Marjorie E. Ramsey
Karen and Wes Ritchie

Doug and Val Saltsgaver
Deb Wiley and John Schmidt
Charles Schoppe
Kimberly and Craig Shadur
Bryan and Lyn Shiffler
Mel Straub
Kathleen and Ted Stuart
Don C. and Margaret B. 	
	 Swanson
Gene and Sandi Tuttle
Robert D. Walters Estate
Helen Howard Westfall Trust
Brock and Kimberly Wolff

Orchard 
Place staff members Marilyn 
Kline-Johnson, Director of Human 
Resources, Mike Noth, Crisis Intervention 
Worker, and Rebecca Wilson, Milieu 
Treatment Counselor, proudly display 
awards presented to them for exemplary 
service at Orchard Place’s Annual 
Meeting. Marilyn was presented with the 
Distinguished Staff Award, Mike with the 
Voice for Children Award and Rebecca with 
the John Hansell Memorial Award.

Kate and  
Madelyn Herteen of 
Des Moines enjoy the attention of the 
Laurie Berkner Band prior to their concert 
at Hoyt Sherman Place on October 16. 
The children’s concert drew more than 
800 young guests and their families to the 
celebration in honor of Orchard Place’s 
125th anniversary. 

Amanda  
Mueller, Alexandria Colby and Greg 
Lambert are congratulated by their teacher, 
Lana Gertsen, at their graduation ceremony. 
The youth received their diplomas from the 
Orchard Place/PACE Continuing Education 
Opportunities program.

Big Wheel 
Champions celebrate 
their victories with a big thumbs up at the 
Orchard Place Ride Rock ‘n Roll event in 
September. The victors are: Tate Berns, 5; 
McKenzie Crowdis, 4; and Olivia Webb, 3. 
The event, which raised nearly $50,000  
for Orchard Place programs, was 
sponsored by American Equity Investment 
Life Insurance Company and Lou and 
Wendy Waugaman.

In its 
early years, Orchard Place was known as The Des 
Moines Children’s Home. The original signage sat for years in a worn 
wooden frame on the Orchard Place Campus. Thanks to a generous 
gift from Merwin Crow, the first Executive Director of Orchard Place, 
the sign now has an attractive new home. This fall, renovation of the 
sign was completed when the sign was embedded into a beautiful 
limestone brick wall at the entrance to the Mel Straub Gymnasium.

Brock 
Wolff presents a display 
of 1,000 colorful paper origami cranes 
made by the children of Orchard Place to 
representatives of Blank Children’s Hospital 
at Orchard Place’s 125th Anniversary 
Community Celebration in July. More than 
1,000 guests attended the downtown 
event. Accepting the gift are: Dr. Ken 
Cheyne, Medical Director; David Stark, 
President; and Cecilia Kivin, Director of 
Nursing with Blank Children’s Hospital.

Nancy Bobo, Vice President of 
Development and Marketing, 

thanks members of the Elizabeth 
Mann Society.

Director of Planned Giving Sandi Tuttle 
welcomed Society member Leila Berg 

to the annual luncheon.

Elizabeth Mann Society member Lois 
Bright and Orchard Place CEO Brock 
Wolff enjoy a chat at the luncheon.

	 Forty members of the Elizabeth Mann Society gathered on a beautiful fall day  
for the Society’s second annual luncheon at the Wakonda Club. Now in its second 
year, the Society recognizes generous friends of Orchard Place who have included 
the organization in their estate plans. 
	 Before lunch, Ben, a resident at Orchard Place Campus, delivered a very poignant 
message about the impact of Orchard Place on his life through several pieces of 
original poetry he had written while at Orchard Place. Today, Ben has returned home 
and to his senior year of high school. He has been accepted at several colleges for 
admission in 2012. Ben has new hope for the future.
	 The event also featured keynote speakers Sheila Prine, and Lisa and Chris Kofoed, 
parents of graduates of Orchard Place’s Campus program. The parents spoke of  
their personal experiences of having a child at Orchard Place and the role the 
organization has had in changing their lives. The Kofoeds are also members of  
the Elizabeth Mann Society. 
	 Perhaps you have already remembered Orchard Place in your estate plans.  
If so, please let us know so that we can add your name to our Society membership 
roster. For additional information about the Society and making a legacy gift to 
Orchard Place, contact Sandi Tuttle, Director of Planned Giving, at 515-287-9648  
or stuttle@orchardplace.org.

Prairie Meadows 
officials present Orchard Place with a $14,500 check in support 
of Orchard Place/PACE’s Substance Abuse program. The program is unique in that it 
serves youth struggling with drug and alcohol issues as well as mental health disorders.

Everyone is all 
smiles as Andrew Allen of Principal Financial Group names 
Orchard Place/PACE as the recipient of this beautiful Christmas 
tree that was on display at Blank Children’s Hospital Festival of 
Trees in November. The tree was placed in the lobby of PACE for 
the kids to enjoy throughout the holiday season.

Nancy 
Bobo, Vice President of Development 
and Marketing, and Brock Wolff, CEO, 
accept a check in the amount of $25,000 
from Joanne Mangold, President of 
Variety – The Children’s Charity. Variety 
is a longstanding generous supporter of 
Orchard Place. This year’s gift will support 
replacement of the air-conditioning system 
at Jacobson and Shiffler Houses on the 
Orchard Place Campus.



	 Dr. Mark Collins, an innovative national 
leader in developing and implementing best 
practice mental health treatment strategies 
for children, joined Orchard Place in August 
as a child psychiatrist. Dr. Collins comes  
to Orchard Place Campus with 22 years  
of experience in the field of psychiatry and  
an early career history as a consultant to  
Orchard Place. He is a graduate of  
Des Moines University.  
	 A Rockwell City native, Dr. Collins  
moved back to Iowa from Las Vegas where 
he served as Medical Director at Seven Hills 
Hospital, a psychiatric, drug and alcohol 
treatment facility. He noted that his return  
to Iowa and Orchard Place was sparked by  

family reasons and because “I believe in 
the mission and treatment given at Orchard 
Place. I’ve always had a place in my heart 
for the organization, and it’s great to be back 
helping the kids.”
	 Collins joins Dr. Donner Dewdney in 
delivering inpatient psychiatric services to  
103 children who reside at Orchard Place 
Campus. Brock Wolff, Orchard Place CEO 
remarked, “I could not be more excited for 
Dr. Collins to join the Orchard Place family. 
He has extensive expertise in treating the 
population we serve, and in many ways,  
he is a visionary. We could not have  
brought on a better person.”

Meet our New Expert

Mark Collins, D.O., 
Child Psychiatrist

Orchard Place Campus
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Orchard Place’s Mission: 
To Develop Strong Futures for Children and Youth 

with Mental Health and Behavioral Challenges.

You Can Help!
There are many ways to help 

the children of Orchard Place. 
Your support through gifts of time, cash 
and contributions of items helps us to 
meet the special needs of the children 
and youth we serve. All types of gifts 

are welcome and appreciated. 

*****
For more information, contact 
Nancy Bobo at 515-287-9610 
or nbobo@orchardplace.org.

“ I believe in the mission and  treatment given at Orchard Place. 
I’ve always had a place in my heart for the organization, 

and it’s great to be  back helping the kids.”


